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     Deuteronomy 8:18-19 gives us one of the most astounding promises concerning God’s motivation for our wealth! Remem-
ber the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth that He may establish His covenant which He swore to 

your fathers, as it is this day. 
     First and foremost, this passage of Scripture should resolve any religious notion that wealth is evil or that God is somehow 

opposed to our prosperity! Wealth is not evil unless it becomes the source of our trust and confidence, thereby replacing our 

reliance on God! Neither should wealth ever be gained through oppression of the poor, violence, or dishonest means! Wealth 

should be the fruit of applying God’s principles to our personal and business life, experiencing His grace to expand the capaci-

ty of our heart, and a life of love that expresses itself through generosity toward God’s purposes! 

     Second, we must understand that God not only desires our prosperity, He gives us the power or capacity to prosper! God 

created the Earth in a way that yields prosperity to those who follow the natural laws. But God goes even further in that He 

gives us the strength, the ability, and the capacity to create wealth. 

     God’s promise to prosper was based on the covenant that He had made with Abraham. Abraham was a type of Christ. The 

children of Israel participated in the covenant God made with Abraham because they were of his lineage. In the New Covenant 

God made a covenant with Jesus. Because we are “in Him” we participate in that covenant. In this New Covenant in Christ all 

the promises of God are “yes” for us because they are “yes” for Jesus and we are in Him! God is a covenant-keeping God; 

therefore, this promise made to Abraham is “yes” for Jesus and, therefore, “yes” for us! 

     In this passage God said He gives the capacity to get wealth. In the New Covenant we know this capacity as grace: “a pow-

er which works from our heart.” A heart that believes and commits itself to God’s promises grows in the grace i.e., capacity 

and strength to walk in the fulfillment of those promises. 

     In the New Covenant we understand that we should never seek wealth ahead of seeking the Kingdom of God and His right-

eousness. (Matt. 6:33) The ultimate determining factor of a heart that can prosper by the grace of God and not be destroyed is 

one who puts God’s purposes first! 

     As we walk with God we grow in grace; however, this starts with an acknowledgement of God’s truth and a decision to 

apply that truth to our life. Below are ten essential aspects of growing in grace that we should pursue. This is God’s wisdom 

for success and wisdom says you must seek her above all things - above more than silver or gold. But wisdom says she will 

add these things to you. 

 

1. Prov. 10:22 The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it.  

When your success begins to be filled with trouble and sorrow retreat and spend time with God. Check to determine if 

your priorities are misplaced. The person who destroys what he values to have wealth is a fool. 

    2. Prov. 1:30 The complacency (prosperity) of fools will destroy them.  

If your pursuit of success causes problems the achieving of success will destroy you. Money doesn’t make you the 

person you are, it magnifies the person you are.  What good is it to gain the world and lose your soul? 

3. Prov. 28:6 Better is the poor who walks in his integrity than one perverse in his ways, though he be rich. 

2 

 

 

GROWING 

in the 

GRACE 

for 

WEALTH 
 

By Jim Richards 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Most character problems of the rich were developed when they were poor. Hold yourself to the highest standard of 

honesty and integrity. 

4. Prov. 1:31 He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker, but he who honors Him has mercy on the needy.  

Never take advantage of a person, especially one in need. Our relationship to people is a mirror of our heart toward 

God. Honor God in all you do and you will fulfill the royal law of love and never do harm to your neighbor. 

5. Prov. 23:4 Do not overwork to be rich. 

Observe the laws of holistic success. Be sure to preserve your health. Most diseases are stress related and overwork is 

slow suicide. Have time in your life for God, your family, and your friends. When you have to work long, pace your-

self lest you become addicted to stress and lose the capacity for peace. 

6. Prov. 11:25 The generous soul will be made rich, and he who waters will also be watered himself.  

Commit yourself to a life of generosity. Give yourself to every form of generosity, but find the things that stir your 

passion. One of the things I have so enjoyed about abundance is the opportunity to hire and develop people. I have 

employed hundreds of people over the last 45 years of running businesses. Many of those people learned how to pros-

per working for me, and then were able to go out and live their dreams. 

7. Prov. 21:17 He who loves pleasure will be a poor man; He who loves wine and oil will not be rich.  

Don’t allow money to corrupt you. Bigger houses and finer cars will not make you happier. The car of choice among 

millionaires is Toyota, not Mercedes.  If you raise your standard of living with every pay increase you will never be 

prosperous. Prosperity is where you have more than enough, but the person who goes deeper and deeper into debt and 

seeks more and more pleasure will never have enough. 

8. Prov. 10:4 He who has a slack hand becomes poor, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.  

Remain diligent, attentive, and alert. Ecclesiastes tells us that time and chance comes to all men. Not every man will 

recognize the opportunities when they come. After you succeed it takes a whole new aspect of diligence to maintain 

your success. You will lose what you have developed if you don’t pay attention. Those too focused on pleasure and 

riches become so distracted they lose their diligence. 

9. Prov. 28:11 The rich man is wise in his own eyes, but the poor who has understanding searches him out. Prov. 22:2 

The rich and the poor have this in common, the LORD is the maker of them all.  

The first warning about growing in wealth is: Remember the Lord when you come into success. Don’t think you got 

this by your strength and power and don’t get an exaggerated sense of self just because you have money. Having 

money doesn’t make you great, what you do with it can make you great! Use your money and influence for the King-

dom of God! 

10. Learn to follow the voice of God in your heart.  Success from the heart is God’s wisdom showing you how to find 

the success that is unique to you, your skills, dreams, and life experience! God will lead you into a success that you 

enjoy and that brings you incredible fulfillment. To follow God on your own unique path requires immovable trust 

that comes from walking with God over time. 
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     One of the greatest controversies in the Church concerns God’s desire for your prosperity. 

When Asceticism infiltrated the early Church it introduced a crippling heresy: poverty is spiritu-

al. Living in poverty contradicts the Old Covenant, the New Covenant, and the resurrection of Jesus! The writer of Proverbs warned 

that poverty will destroy you! 

     Jesus taught more about money than Heaven, Hell, faith, or family. He used money in so many of His parables because He knew 

if we could resolve our issues with greed while still embracing the responsibility for wealth we could conquer almost any of life’s 

problems. In fact, Jesus taught that how we view money  alters every aspect of how we view life. Until we have resolved our issues 

with money we will never be entrusted with true riches! 

     This is not a series about gimmicks! Please don’t associate this with anything you’ve heard in the past about prosperity! This is 

not a “get rich quick “scheme! This is for the believer who desires to build the character to create wealth, not work another lame 

formula. 

     God wants you to prosper! Poverty is a curse of the law. At the same time Jesus set us free from all the other curses He set us free 

from poverty. But like all of the provisions of the New Covenant we only participate by faith and grace. I want to help you make a 

journey of faith and grace into prosperity without problems. This could be your ticket out of lack and into the promise!  

 

 In this series you will get the tools to: 
 

 Overcome your doubts about God’s will for your success 

 Move from poverty to prosperity  by grace, not by the sweat of your brow 

 Develop a heart for prosperity that is uniquely suited for you 

 Grow in grace for wealth with a Kingdom perspective 

 Develop a generous heart in every area of life 

 Expand your faith for finances beyond anything you’ve ever imagined 

 And much, much, more… 

 

God delights in your prosperity! He gives you the power to get wealth! He will show you how to prosper without trouble! As your 

Shepherd, He will always lead you away from lack! Don’t let religion, the way you were raised, or you past failure limit your suc-

cess. Expand the boundaries of your heart for God’s unlimited resources! 
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I praise God for what He has given you to give to the rest of the body. 

I'm not the same person as before finding you on New Day!  ~BC~  

     Thanks!  Just one 20 minute session showed me a 

heart belief that needed changing. Something that had 

affected my life adversely for 60 years was changed 

in an instant. 

     Love no longer equals pain in my heart.  I know I 

will attract a loving mate next time around. 

     Your teaching on Mal. 2:16 helped me to under-

stand what I experienced through marriage and divorce and brought more heal-

ing. 

      In Germany I used your CDs, Limiting Beliefs, with a client.  I had prayed 

for God to show me a more efficient use of counseling time.   I was weary that 

everything took so long. Jim, your teachings are an answer to prayer. My client 

“got it” the first time around. Jesus came to them and they were set free. 

     I have a Masters of Divinity and many, many counseling courses and years of 

experience; however, I find your materials are practical and to the point and al-

ways point to Jesus.  I am trying to study and learn your material so I can apply it 

in my ministry. 

I just completed listening to Everything About Love and I am sharing the infor-

mation with friends in Germany. 

Thank you for making it available to World Changers!  ~ MM~ 

I put out this little testimony on my Face-

book [where I have]  close to 1700 friends. I 

want all people to read this book. 

 

“I'm reading Dr. Jim Richards’ book, Take 

Control of Your Life! Everybody needs to read this 

book!”  

 

What a great gift you have to share the real TRUTH in 

LOVE! I recommend everybody to read it and get un-

derstanding about something that really will set you 

free! Praise the name of Jesus!  

  

Impact Ministries could not have a better name. I'm 

really IMPACTED and the best thing of all, my heart 

gets so soft and sensitive to the Lord! 

God bless you all!  ~CS~ 

Everything  

About  

Love! 
World Changers  

Weekend 2012 

FOUNDATIONS of FAITH—FREE Online Course! 

 

So many questions and doubts has been erased, by this course. I am beginning to be transformed! 

~TM~ 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

            

     The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not lack! When I follow God as my Shepherd I should expect to move away from 

lack while moving toward a life “as it should be,” according to His covenant! Life as it should be is a life free from trouble, 

destruction, and lack! 

     I have personally been poor… very poor, and I have lived in abundance! I can honestly say I had more temptations living 

in lack than I have ever had living in abundance; however, in both situations I enjoyed commitment because God was my 

Source.  

     The wisdom of Proverbs tells us, The destruction of the poor is their poverty. (Prov. 10:15) “Poor” seems to speak to the 

state of a person who has little while “poverty” seems to be more the state of destitution. There is temptation and potential 

destruction in wealth just as there is temptation and potential destruction in lack; it is just a different set of struggles. Because 

most people do not learn to truly trust God in their lack, they never develop a heart to sustain them in abundance! 

     When we are in lack we find ourselves tempted to take shortcuts. Desperation becomes the justification for sin for those 

living in lack. Those who maintain integrity and develop a life of faith will emerge from lack with character and faith! 

     I am a supporter of biblically-based welfare, which is not a giveaway program; however, the American welfare system is 

designed to keep people in poverty. This system is designed to make people dependent on the government. It is a political 

strategy that has been used for centuries. Once a person develops a mentality of entitlement they will never trust God and 

they will never develop their faith, integrity, or diligence to a place to free themselves from lack! Their lack is no longer cir-

cumstantial; it is now a heart issue. They can justify taking from others to provide for themselves which, no matter how you 

explain it, is theft! 

     Throughout the entire Bible the message is made clear that the primary downfall of the rich is to put their trust in riches. 

Then it tells us that there are many temptations and struggles that face the rich. It does not, however, condemn wealth. It con-

demns wealth obtained by oppressing the poor and wealth obtained by corrupt practices. On the other hand, abundance is a 

blessing of the Lord that causes God to rejoice. (Ps. 35:27) In fact, prosperity that is obtained while walking with God is 

promised not to bring trouble. (Pr. 10:22) 

     All of the patriarchs were extremely wealthy. Abraham had his own well-trained personal army. Isaac, Jacob, and even 

David were all wealthy. Solomon, the man of wisdom, is the richest man to ever live! However, Solomon found himself in 

trouble when he began to depart from the wisdom of God’s instruction about how to manage his life of abundance. In the 

New Testament we see the disciples were independent businessmen who enjoyed the freedom to suspend their business pur-

suits and follow Jesus. The idea that poverty is somehow spiritual and wealth is somehow evil is a cult belief that crept into 

Christianity through Asceticism that taught all pleasure was evil! 
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To Continue Personal Development in this Area Dr. Richards Recommends: 

7 

     Asceticism crept into the Church, in part, as a result of the opulence and financial greed of the early Catholic Church. 

Like all reactionary theology, rather than rejecting sin and returning to biblical principles it facilitated an overreaction which 

led to another enslaving doctrinal error. 

     The unique struggle of the poor is a life of limitations. The poor are not able 

to provide for their family as they desire. They are seldom able to pursue their 

dreams. Many believers will fail to live their destiny because they are bound by 

lack and debt! And it is so very rare for a poor person to develop generosity, 

which is one of the primary factors in coming out of lack! When the poor per-

son is generous with what he has he may be well on his way to a change of 

heart that gives him the capacity for wealth.  

     Diligence is a skill that can be developed by anyone. Diligence is more than 

hard work. It comes from a word that means “sharp like the teeth of a saw.” 

While both laziness and diligence express themselves in the way we work, they 

are, at root, attitudes. The diligent man doesn’t just work hard, he is attentive; he pays attention. This could be the man in 

Ecc. 9 who sees and seizes the opportunities that come to every man. His attitude drives him to physical and mental energy. 

     Prov. 13:4 tells us, The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing; But the soul of the diligent shall be made rich. This 

wealth is more than mere finances; it is something that occurs in our soul in the way we see, experience, and express life. 

Unless our soul becomes diligent we will not be attentive and we will lose the wealth we gain. Be diligent to know the state 

of your flocks, And attend to your herds; For riches are not forever. (Prov. 27:23-24) 

     The poor man cannot be made rich by the opportunities someone else gives him unless he has the heart and soul to sustain 

it. But as the poor man develops his life, his character, and his faith it is impossible for the quality of his life to fail to im-

prove! 

     Being steadfast in the Covenant i.e., trusting God in your heart concerning the finished wok of Jesus, is the ultimate factor 

in changing the quality of your life. The poor person who believes God’s promise instead of creating theology to justify his 

circumstance has contentment no matter what his financial condition but he is not willing to settle for less than God has pro-

vided! 

     You see, the greatest threat of poverty, sickness, or any other curse of the law is to compromise our belief in the finished 

work of Jesus and accept it as a circumstance over which we have no control. Once it becomes a belief of our heart there is 

nothing that anyone can do to deliver us from our bondage. However, those who trust God’s Word, develop their character in 

diligence, expand their heart in generosity, and put their hope in the grace of God are the people who turn the curse into the 

blessing. These are the ones who remember the poor when they prosper. These are the ones who glorify God through their 

abundance! 

 

 

The Problem With Poverty (con’t) 

Discover the Power of: 

 Holistic Success 

 Life Without Limits 

 Abundance in Every Area 

 Overcoming an Enemy Called Average 

 And much, much more... 

Lack is a despicable enemy designed to rob you of your destiny, diminish your dignity, and reduce your life to the self-

ishness of one-dimensional desperation! God doesn’t send lack as a teacher, a helper, or a friend; those are all roles and 

functions held by the Holy Spirit who will lead you out of lack. 

God showed us how we should live: He created man to live in paradise, He has prepared man to spend eternity in Heav-

en, and He sent Jesus to sustain us with abundant life in the time between these two perfect expressions of God’s will! 

In this paradigm-changing, faith-building series Dr. Richards gives you new tools with which to move beyond lack and 

live life “as it should be!” As our Shepherd, God always leads us away from lack and into life as He intends for it to be. 

  

 

In this Series You Will: 

 Identify Limiting Beliefs 

 Eradicate Religious Confusion 

 Establish New Core Beliefs 

 Break the “get by” mentality 

6 Life-Transforming Messages!     Order Today!    1.800.284.9402 ext. 301 or online at impactministries.com 

CDs    $42 + S/H | DVDs $89.95 + S/H | MP3s  $24 
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     History tells us that Lewis and Clark were two pioneers commissioned to find a wa-

terway between the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean in 1803. Before leaving for their jour-

ney they were given money for supplies and food, but what confused people at the time was the 

significant amount of money they spent buying ink. But Lewis and Clark saw beyond the mo-

ment and made a decision based on what was most important.  They placed great value on the 

importance of marking the trail.   

     The very journals they drew marked the first maps of North America and the documents be-

came groundbreaking, life-enriching, priceless providers of information.  

     In making a great decision: 

 

· Don’t get over-analytical about it; in your heart you know which choice is the right one. 

· The right path might not be the easiest. Don’t sabotage your results by choosing the easy way out. 

· Peace is always God’s perfect solution. You will always sense God’s peace when you’re making a great decision. 

 

     Your future is shaped by the decisions you are making right now, and the life you lead today is a result of the decisions 

you made in the past. Realizing this truth should move us all to reach out and harness the power of our decisions. 

     We have an obligation as Christ followers to navigate our journey well – not with perfection, but with grace and truth. 

There is a difference between making a trip and marking a trail. The best way to make decisions is to have core values 

instilled in your heart so that when “push comes to shove” your decision will be based on what you believe.  
 

The Right Decision 
 

     There have been many times during these last ten years that we have come face to face with a challenging decision. We 

look back and, even though we have walked through tragedy and extreme change, we recognize God’s grace in that we 

haven’t made decisions out of desperation, but out of the values God has established in our hearts.   
 

Times Have Changed 
 

     You are truly on this earth “for such a time as this.”  As World Changers we are trail-blazing into new territory with the 

exciting message of God’s power to change.  You are a direct influence on the people around you – you reach people that we 

will never meet, and people that may never hear a message by Dr. Jim Richards! Times have changed but the Message has 

not. Now is not the time to be timid.  Two years ago we made the decision to feature Jim Richards every Thursday on our 

daily Canadian TV show, My New Day.  His message of clear truth and living transformed has impacted an entire nation, and 

this is just the beginning.  Together, we are all changing the way the world sees God.   

 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heav-

en.” (Matthew 5:16, KJV) 

 

     The trail we blaze is for the ones who will follow in our footsteps. They will make their own discoveries along life’s jour-

ney; however, we can better assure their success by marking a trail founded on TRUTH. We are always making decisions 

whether we are aware of it or not, so how we navigate our life matters. 

     With love as our motivation God can give us wisdom to understand “the times” and to use the technology of our culture 

to increase our effectiveness and reach even more people with God’s extravagant love and amazing grace! It’s important to 

keep these values in mind: 

 

· We will not compromise the truth in God’s Word. 

· We will always respond in the most loving way. 

· We will be extremely wise in the resources God has given us. 
 

Strategy: Making Great Decisions 
By Bob and Audrey Meisner 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 Guide to a Better Decision   

1. Value is in the eye of the beholder. 

Many people believe value is intrinsic to an object. Sure, water is water is water, but its value varies 

enormously depending on what you need it for. 

Decision-making is a very personal business — it’s about assessing what’s valuable to you. There’s 

no absolute best job, best car, or best life to be lived. Value is in the eye of the decision maker. Love is 

a value. 

2. Know your goals before choosing. 

Establishing a clear picture of your goals is important. Take the time to write them down and to do it 

properly. Save your energy for the most important decisions first — those with the greatest payoffs are 

your first priority. 

3.  Have alternatives when making a decision. 

Having a number of alternatives to explore and choose from is essential for making great decisions. If 

you’re having a hard time deciding it doesn’t mean you’re a poor decision-maker; most likely, you’re 

just out of decent alternatives. 

The closer your alternatives are, the harder it is to decide - and the less relevant your decision will be, 

one way or another! 

As a wise decision-maker you will realize that if alternatives are very close to each other in value it 

matters less which one you pick.  

4. Lastly, and most importantly: Inquire of the Lord. 

This is a phrase often found in early Scripture history. There is a longing within each of us for divine 

direction as we desire to make a decision that responds well to the purposes of God.  

  

 

“Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say,  

‘This is the way you should go,’ whether to the right or to the left.”  

 Isaiah 30:21, NLT 

  

     You are trailblazing and venturing into new territory. Lewis and Clark used ink to mark their trail. Jesus has given 

you the opportunity to leave a trail marked with relationships in which you have loved unconditionally. You have the 

opportunity to be a living example as someone who walks by faith and not by sight with a determination that will not 

shrink back during times of hardship. A life well-connected to the Life, Light, and Love of God leaves a trail blazed with 

evidence, clearly lighting a path of hope.   

     Remember, you are not disqualified for a great outcome because of your past choices. You can turn all of that 

around today and God can launch you forward!  

     A real decision is measured by the fact that you have taken a new action.  If there’s no action you haven’t truly decid-

ed. We are confident that as you make intentions each day you will be encouraged and amazed at how God will use you 

as a bright light in this world! 

Strategy: Making Great Decisions (con’t) 
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